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Mashonda

o) Give Me Five Reasons to Hit Pause
] By now, we all know who this sexy REB songsiress & ossog- [
wated with: the ane-and-anly platinum-selling producer Swizz |
Beatz. However, they're nal simply port of the some oew. . . they 2
married. 5o if there's dne thing that's ceriin — hubly ein't gonno ‘rel
his girl release anything on his Full Surfoce label that's not hat. Or of
Imast we think he wouldn't, right?
While she may have been born in Combridge, Massochusaits —
o home of America's prastigious Massochusetts Insfitute of
Technalagy ond Horvard University — she wos roised in Hatlem:
So squash ony doulsts yeu may have regarding this
girl's credibility — she's definitely street, but
sweel

F

Hee long-ownited debut, Jdnwory
aJoy, &5 truly aolabor of love thol
tould not be rushed. | 'l didn’t hove o
timeling | or deadline, odmits
Mashonda, “So | wos really oble o get
into il ond be axtro picky with evary
track and every lyric thet | wrote
Har dabut covgrs ofl tha
wbases required of het f
patenfiol REE fons. Jonuary doy
— nomesd herouse Mashondn
wits born in January obd
feeks that the first month
of the yearisymbolizes
something fresh and pew 9
~ contoipsclub bangars,
sangs both up-fempo, §
mid-tempo ond bal- |\
lodds o ik if the
complede package

5 I Swizz
' ] s nme ism'l
anough, e list of bil
. name featires on her
alhum shald guoronge &
' imstont sccpss. Konye Wesf
The Gameg, Jodokiss, Fot Jog,
| Raghael Soodig are alfton board |
| lending thir girl Mashonda o helping
 hond, | !
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I ,-:,;,' What Else Shouldy Khow Bfore | Hit PRyt
pa | ;

=" Wht you moy not kngs oliput Moshondo Tifrere i !)uinre
#1 | becomingg household nome, this church-irained sir Wos o key play
\ &r bohind fhe scenes. Trainad in baphpiano, singinggnd =ongwrifing,

, she was given the apportunity of o fjfatime after up with

! 1Beatz and ot soméuf 8 cochist hooks the gae bos ever
) ‘heard. Refpember Evals “Gofio Mond” Juy-2's “Girl S8kl Friend:”
" Mya's “Best OF Ma” ot Cassidy's “Bat Wo ﬂnrrer’-‘?/'_ wall
{ those werd all Moshondn. 4 7
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'I 50 b AKA SunM.Y.'s skills are off the hoak when it comes to his live freestyle batles
o He had o seven-week winning betore Virg i rhe ¢, Jermaine Dupri come and mode Sun his |
2 A1 onby 23-years-old, Sun bo that |1|-, fime his come ':uan',a becouse there needs to be some fresh foces in the hip-hop gome.
*

Unlike Jin, another former Freestyle Fridoy [i1|:||11|:| wl-u: was 4 1o Ruff
1 (e :
fhey woil Dupri. “With Sunh.
him in three ys ] gaing 1o
4 Sun i reppin’ the both worlds. While he currently 1
oin and reps Atlanta, it's obvious from his nome where he comes
from. He's still got nothing but love for his hametown of Rochester
Hew York
His debut olbum & oppropriately fitled Overnight
w Calebrity ond features producers wha've worked
with hitmalkers: | 4Won, Seanic Siegel, Mepmphis
Eleek and Fat Jﬂ.m hm'“

self o hip-hop fon before on
arfist

One thing that should be made deor i
that Sunll.Y. is trying to stand out from
the growing populafion of wack emcees
in the industry, While his music is defi
niteby worthy of rodio ploy with its dub
bamgers, he stresses his influences are
the likes of Bun DMC, Beostie Boys

Was, Jay-T and even underground hera
Del The Funky Homesopien. He's hop
ing to oppeol to bokpodkers ond o gen
erotion af hip-hap heods who may have
missed oll that legendary music

SunM.Y. asks, "If we oin't supposed 1o
reth out and twis! the world around
what is hip-hop?”



Chris Brown O

It's time far the grown-n-sexy fo move o
over and ket the young-n-ployful get o linle
shing, Cheis Brown is o |1 6-yeor-old crooner who will
make any teen girl's heort melt with his honest lyrics — with
out relying on the, ahom, lewdness of his lnbelmate B, Kelly
Actually, he won't jus! toy with the emations of
teanogers — this youny'un managed fo get o roomful
of 20 and 30-somathings quite fustered. In foct, o certain edi
tar-in-chief of o certain Mack Bear mogozine staied 1o cush
on Mr_ Brown before she wos informed that he wasjalfbii’
One thing this up-and-comer hes thet many new
ond established ortists don't is o genuine charoc-
ler and humble offitude. Seesng os haw he's hare:
by legal 1o drive in some states, he has o fun
youthlul vigar that his peers con definitely
relate foa. He doesn't toke himself seri-
oushy and is well-mwore of the foc
thot he's stil young and just having
soma fun,
This kil s work ethitis
off-the-thain_For bis
dhebut, Brown infarmid s that
he recorded enough muerial
for prabobly half a million
olbwms. Between schoal, gitls,
ond ather things that an
aveenge American leenoger
does, it's surprising that he
shill hod the time, energy
and patience to record so
mish misie,
Seging haw ha's
nvow |abelmoes
i The Bkes of Nick™
Connon and the
Backsiroat Bays, it's
saile 1o soy that his
forthcoming self-fitled
dobut is in the right
hands. His Scott Starch
produced single, “Run
" is alveady cawsing
v waves, meoning that's
v only o sampling of whal
e has in store for his

fans
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Like nny gaod sbuthern boy, W his
moarme, I focl, of any press cyefil, signing or con

cerl, his moui is right thore by his side. When the
Block Beot stabf met Chris, he shared o funny sory
ahout some-guy who was hollerin' ot his mam. Thaugh
young and not terribly big, Chris wos ready ta throw
dowen with amyone dumb enough 1o disrespedt
his mom. Remember, there's amy
hody who tn moke
greal, heartfeli RES
it's got to be o
momma's
bay!
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she s hways sure she wos going fo be o
. singes. In fuct, other than singing for fun, o
the thing thes green-eyed wonder win o,
I-Iu-ntiisglm&dnd’m

ond tabent pogesnts.

£, Hiuh[wibmhmnﬁb
o« she come, Ribanna's style is o

of cltures ond ostes that she actuolly com®
pores o food, the dish callolon, to be exoct:

“Ir's like gumbo or stew,” she exploins.

“My music is mostly Covibbean beats mixed
with REB. | don't want 16-be.pi
imbo being just o donce g
sing foo.” b,
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