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There’s more to life than Hip-Hop and e

Reporting by Anthony GQ. Casasno

ALANA DAVES

WHO: The tolented doughter of jazz pianist Walter Davis, Jr. and jazz singer Anamari,

Mlana hos come into her own os an equolly tolented musicion with her very own identity
WHAT: Though her parents were popular jozz musicians, Alona hos carved oul her own
persana in the music business. This guitar strumming singer, songwriter makes heartfelt
contemporary rack that's been compared to the likes of Ani Difranco and has found itself
on stoge af the Lilith Fair

WHEN: Though she's been playing guitar sinte she wos 18, she dropped her debut afbum,
Blame It On Me, in 1957 and was quickly put af the top of many critical lists naming her the
mast explosive thing since Pop Rocks and sodo for that yeor. Since then she’s token four
years between each release, with her sophomore effort Forfune Cookies hitting in 2001 and
her latest apus, Surrender Dorothy hitfing this yeor.

WHERE: This girl's reppin’ the five-boroughs of New York Gity. She grew up in Greenwich
Villoge and attended Hunter College Hlementory and High School in Manhatton's upper East
Side. She wos femsed by her weolthy dassmates as the girl with the “wild and frizzy” hair, but
never let that-get her down.
WHY: Other than the foct that sometimes you just need to turn off the hip-hop/REB and chill
out fo some sincere-sounding rock, you've gol fo respect the line-up Alana hos formed for this
release. Her backing bond consists of musicians who've worked with the likes of Norah Jones, Joss
Stane. Lenny Kravitz, John Moyer, Aimee Mann ond Christing Aguilera. That's reasan enough for
you to surrender fo Darathy
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WHO: Fatty Koo s o group of six diverse and tolented musicians wha've formed to fiip pop urban music upside down. Each member plays o different role: Valure s o sl
singer; Eddie B and Ron do hip-hop ond R&B; Marya is o cellist with o dassical bockground ond Lafin vibe; Gabrielle & into pap ond rock; nd Jush Aaron Michael rocks the
soxophone.
WHAT: Urbaw fusion. I1's good party music all-the-way that mixes hip-hop and R&B with Latin, rock and funk rhythms. Alsa, if you haven't cought it yet, the bond's eve-
lution has been the center of o BET reality TV show. Eot your
heart out Diddy
WHEN: Though eoch of the arfists involved have personally
been doing their thing for yeors, they oll came together
an board the John Lennon Educational Tour Bus, where
| they realized they had great musicol chemistry
iogether. Jash joined them in 2005 and their televi-
sion series debuted in late April. 2005 promises fo
tontine being o busy year for this up and coming
group
WHERE: Though they each hoil from different
ports of the world (Eddie was bom in Detroit,
%  Michigon ond raised in San Antonia, Texas; Maryo
was born in Morocoibo, Venezuelo: and Yolure is from
Nework, Hew Jersey) each member now calls
(alumbis, Ohio home.
WHY: Unlike Diddy's vorious experiments with creating
bands on television, the young membess of Fatty Koo
naturally come fogether through thedr lave far music
Their various backgrounds and skills obso pramise to
moke this group one of the more inferesting and
diverse projects in the current urbon scene, Only
fime will tell if Fatty Koo really & Phatty Coal (ugh).



WHO: Pretty boy ond acousfic slide quitar master Ben Horper hos been known
1o jam with backing bands The Innocent Criminals and the Blind Boys of
Mlabama from time fo fime,
WHAT: Some erifics have tagged his music with the blues revivalist label, but the
truth is that this singer,/songwriter's music is
so much more. His fight ocoustic grooves fuse

funk, soul, folk, blves, rock ond even o litle
jozz. A1 his live shows he's even been
known to cover anything from Led

Zeppelin and Jimi Hendrix 1o the Yerve

ond Marvin Gaye. His music is proctically
o sonit buffet — thera's o fittle something
there for everyone.

WHEN: Ben's been doing his thing for

o while now. He grew up listening fo

bluses, folk, soul, R&B and reggoe and

eventually starfed ploying guitar as a child. As he
grew alder he wound up with o fondness for the slide guitar. By the 1992
he hod earned himself a local following thot landed him o deal with Virgin records

Throughout the 305 he toured constantly, building his fon base ond releasing olbum offer
album. He released his fifth studio olbum, There Will Be o Light, lost year ond recently
dropped the (D and DV release of his Live of The Apollo set,

WHERE: Mr. Horper was born in Pomona, Colifornia. He formed his music coreer along the
west coast, building his nome with countless performantes in the Los Angeles music scene. He
hos since gorered workdwide appeal with his numerous international tours.
WHY: There ore plenty of reasons to check out this tolented musician. Nomely, os plenty of it
its have mode abundantly dear, his music is excellent. Beyond that
however, is his oppeal. He's shared the stage with
the diverse likes of Rodioheod, Peorl Jam, Dave
Matthews Bond ond The Fugees, so if he wos col
enough for thase groups, then he's definitaly
cool enough for you.

VICTOR WOOTEN

WHO: Yictor Lemonte Wooten is a loving hushand; devated father of four; youngest sibling of the Amozing Wooten
Brothers; student in the mortiod art of Wing Chun; annual Bass & Nature camp teacher- master mogicion ond. .. oh
yeah, o composer, orranger, producer, vorolist, multi-instromentalist solo orfist who is olso o member of the
Gromey-winning supergroup, Bélo Fleck & The Fleckianes.

WHAT: Bass, bass, bass all up in your face. This man is o bass guitor master wha's won plenty of owards
to bock up that dlaim. His debut on Vonguord Records, Souf Gircus, has him playing something like
eight-thousand different bass guitars (yes, that is o slight exoggerafion) on an assoriment of songs
ranging from soul fo funk to rack ‘n rall. With songs inspired by the likes of Prince and Sly Stone,
and comeos from the legendary Bootsy Collins and Arrested Development's Speach, il proves to
be every low-end lover's dream

WHEN: Apparently, tap-notch musicians start really early. Vic wes already sloppin’ the strings of
his bass by oge three after his brother tought him how o play. By oge five he wes performing
in his siblings" bond. Together they storted touring with the likes of War and Moyfield ond
dropped their first album in 1985. By the end of the ‘805 Vic hod joined the Fleckiones and
storied his solo coreer in the *20s. He's confinued working with the Flecktanes and the Bass
Extremes as he won Grammy nominotions for his own sobo work,

WHERE: Haifing from Hompton, Virginia, the Woatens took their show fo Busch Gardens and
Williomshurg, Yic would loter muke the move out to Noshville, Tennessee where he would win
numerows occolades.

WHY: Remember what was said earfier: Bass, boss, bass all up in your foce. If you want to hear
som bass guitar work that'l blow your mind, look no further than Yiclor Woaten. While he's f it he'll
also hit you with some solid soul and funk-rock too. BE




