A LANDLORD'S TALE
By Gammy L 5i

na Books o

New York Gy villoge af Harlem has gone through many dif-

ferent phases since the very moment it ws populated by wark-

ing-coss olks during the first quarie of the 20 Cantury,
Without o doubt it hos olways been one of the dity's mest prominent
cultural hot spots, but it hes cartainly seen its share of ups-and-downs
From being o viont area fl o oz s, ot golleies ond prisiog
brownstones af the height of it renoissance to being an ignared ond
dilopidated ‘hood during the crime and drug epidemics of the 705 and
'B0s, Horlem is currently of o crossroods where londiords con bank on
its current cultural resurgence |or 1o some, genirification and displore-
ment) despite ongoing problems they may foce. Amas Brown, o new
lonlord of e 128 sreet rownstones, s stck in s suotion

CRIMI”AI whilk also dealing with his own personal demors
Ames 15 0 good guy of heort ond though he'd never get himsalf
M’”DEB mixed up in drugs or vioken! rime, bis unfortunate gambling probler
rinkbie. < 8 has mode him aoss the path of notorious West Indion drug lord Harry
the Monkey Chaser. Amos owes Harry enough money o put his ife ot
IRAEYBRQWH risk, which coused his wile of only six months o wolk ot on him.
Howeves, his recently decensed futher — wha Ames met only ance in
his life — beft him two brownstones. He shoukd be oble 1o moke his
maney in no time, but things aren’t ol that sesy o readers ore iniro-
duced fo hs vorious tenans. Fram o flomboyant Texan fo o teenoge
miud:mrhwdydh-dm,iw'mutdrﬁium
that'll make you remember to pay your londlord on fime next monih
— betowse they're peaple tool

CRIMINAL MINDED
By Trocy Brown
Griffin/St. Martin's Press

& triminak-furmed-rappers grow in popularity fhrough oul the

United Stntes, 50 does the fuscnation with their way of life.

viokence, s2x and money all seem fo rum hand-in-hand

when i comes to rodio-friendhy rap. 50 (ent used 1o deal and goi
shot-up ond loves to glorify it — just look of how well he's done! Wall
foct i, when peaple lead that <ort of festyle, thers's going 1o be con-
sequences and such comsequentes ore rorely dscused in the music
you'll hear on the rodio — s just 1oo negative! With Criminaf Minded
Tracy Brown weaves o tale of two guys who experienced the hard
knocks of i, growing up in New York Gty during the ‘805, They
thoose rime ond their story s told — worts and all

Lomin and Zion both hed it hard — Lamin got into the drug
gume o o feen and Zion grew up in o foster care ond prison system
before: becoming o professionl criminal. Together they sturf o drug
empire. Lomin makes the mistoke of folling in love and nearly costs
hirmsedf his e s o resubt. He makes the move to the emerininment
indusiry, but Zion s umwilling to give up his hustler festyle ond in the
end, affer o plot that imvolves extorfion and murdes, someane wil
have to suffer the consequences. If rappers aren't willing fo tell the full
shory, you better bebeve that others will

IF IT AIN'T ONE THING
By Cheryl Robinson

omefimes misery works like @ magnet or o bolloon that's been

frontidy rubbed on carpet and statically charged 1o stick o o wall

Like o mogne! to metal or that balloon to o wol, misery fends o
latch on to things. In the cnse of Detroit residents Porter Washingion and
Winona Foirchild, their misery hos found sadh other

Porter & o Detroit firefighter who recently broke up with his gir
after discovering that her baby wosa't his. He's got @ nosy mom, bl 1o
pay and women find him fine sa he's conssarly in the midst of women
e much rather not deal with. Winana lives with her own misery. She's
ot two children from different men, her father won't let hes live down
her ife's mistokes ond hes  secret tht could potentially desiroy her
currently decent life. Through plenty of snappy, witty dialogue and sur-
prising plo hwists, these two individuols meet up and mest put their mis-
ery osids if they want their relationship 1o blossom in the Motor Gty

LIFE LESSONS FOR MY SISTERS
By Natasha Munson
Hyperion

irk, are you “searching for fife blessed with peoce and happi-

mess?” Unless you're one of these gloom-and-doom fypes whe'd

rather witness the arrival of the Four Horsemen of the Apocolypse
rather than live your e full of joy, chances are you tend to second-
guess your life deciions, wandering i you've taken the befter path.
Lodbes, you're in luck! Natosho Munson hos ollthe omswers in this “inspi-
rafional guidebook ond valuoble resource for women who want to fve o
more meaningful ife.*

Natasha was once o young sister herself and bases her knowledge
on her own lfe's ups-and-downs. Full of posms, essays and an enteriuin-
ing, conversafional prose, Notasho covers ollthe bases 1o help o sister
ge! @ jump-stort on her new life. From finding the ideol man ond build-
ing confidence fo educasion ond faith, Munsan uses her own fife o les-
soms for the reader. Though, there's ane thing that & sart of iranic — she
dedicates an entire chapier 1o nof istening fo other's opinions in o book
that & essentially chock full of ‘em.

THE KEYSTONE
By Anita J. Moore
Dorrance Publishing

y now, we all know the besic history of Americo during the ‘605
Blﬂ?kﬂmmwﬁnﬁilﬂmmm

were il being shofted and the Unied Siotes was being fumed
upside down in the process. In The Keysione, we toke o look o this vital
period of America’s past through the eyes of outher Anito J. Moore.

Moore experienced thess events first-hand o5 o teenoger growing
up in Philodelphia, Penvsybvania ond used 1o get scoffed at by her ten
thildren s she'd repeat her stories os 0 means o feach them right fram
wrong. Finall toling the fime fo get her life down on paper, this mestly
outobiographical work covers not anly the sodial chonges going on in this
country af the fime, bt the changes Moore foced personally. As o young
block woman she entered the Gl Rights movement by fist by tesfing
the waters of the Nafion of Iskam and then joining the Block Ponther
Party. Sure, you may have heard this story plenty of fimes before, but
the truth i, nof matier how many times ifs told, it never gets old. BB
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