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There's more to life than Hip-Hop and R&B
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WHO: The West Coast creafive talents of guitarist {and former fouring member
of Mo Doubt) Gobrial Mchair, bassist Kerry Woyne Jomes and beod vocaks/gui-
tarist Matfio Borrani have come together to form the self-proclaimed *Dslo
Saund "

WHAT: Though eoth band member has o hard fime really placing o finger on
their sound, they seem 1o ogree that it would strike a chord with fans of Mossive
Attack, The Cure, Joy Division, My Bloady Volenfine and ofher like-minded
maody ond oimospheric bands. “It's very organic and spacey, with o rack
edge, an 'B0s influence ond o lot of European influence,” explains Borrani,
with McHoir ogreeing that the band hos “o very Brifish, dork ‘B0s influence.”
WHEN: Though thair self-produced, self-fitled debut dropped sorlier this
year ond earned flattering comparisons 1o Interpal and Coldplay, Kesry
insists that “When we started writing these songs four yeors ago, those
bonds wera barely even outl”

WHERE: Oslo is holding it down for all West Comst rockers. They've
received plenty of love on local rodio ond hove become o Los Angeles
buzz band wha we'll likely be hearing mare from in the manths fo come.
WHY: In oddifion fo creating gree! music os o figurative family wh,
aceording 1o James, “hang out, have dinner together, coak fogether
[and] ory together,” the members of Oslo want o wow oudiences with
their live show. *| definitely want to bring the whale live experiente,”
says Borroni. “Bring bock the old days when shows used to be o real
production — the whole oudio-visual sensory overload.”

WHO: This four member group consists af lead voralist/keyboardis! 2-D, the dark-souled heavy metol rocker Murdoc, funky-phantom possessed hip-happer Russell and
the ten-yeor-old wunderkind guitarist from Japon, Noodie
WHAT: In reglity, the Gorillaz are on edeciic cartoon band created by comic arfist Jamie Hewlett ( Tank Girf) ond Blur frontman Daman Alburn. Though many critics
labeled them the “first virtual hip-hap group,” they — along with many other musical talents — have put together o “band” that is equal parts rock, funk, punk, hip-hop,
dub ond electranic. Jobberjaw ond the Neghunes or Josie and her Pussycots wauldn't siond o chanc against the Gorillaz in o battle of the cortoan bands.
WHEN: The Gorillaz come fagether for their debut EP in 2000, with the lead single “Clint Exstwood” landing on every radio station imoginable. Their compaign wos crazy
with the band “members” conducing inferviews and doing “phato shoots,” The videos were complefely animated ond their live shows consisted of animations playing on o
movie screen os the identifies of the live bond were silhouetted behind o white screen. Their self-fitled full-length hit in 2001 and in 2002 they released the G-Sides collec-
tion and o duby/remix olbum titled Loika Come Home. In 2003 they dropped a DVD, Phase One: Celebrity Take Down, which allawed you to take o bizarro tour through
their “Kang Studios.” This year, they strike again with Demon Days
WHERE: Though the Gorillaz may only exist in o fictional sense, the band's creators hail from Londan, England. Other arfists who've contributed their misic talents hove
hailed from all cver the United Stotes, Europe and even Cuba. This list will undoubtedly continue fo grow
WHY: Since real bands could get oway with making bad music and going plotinum, the Garillaz's rreators figured they could create o foke band thot'd make great music
and go plafinum. The formudo hos seemingly worked. By creafing o facade, they've already worked with o slew of tolented ortists such os

Don “The Automator” Nokomura, Del Tha Funkee Homosapiem, Miho Hotori, D12,
Kid Koola and Iheohim Ferrer (of the Buena Visto Social Club),
Their Itest reboose &5 being produced by the now notori
ous [1) Danger Mouse (the mostermind behind the
Begtles/Jay- mash-up) and olrendy has the likes of De Lo
Soul onboard. If it takes creting o cortoon bond o gel
salid music on the rodio ond TV in this day and oge, by ol
meons, bring on the celluloid,
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MARTIN LUTHER .

WHO: ks o “Choir Bay-Turned-Rocker” nomed oter the venerated Givil
Rights leader, Morfin Luthes McCoy i o one-man musicol army |eading o
rebiellion in modern soul,/rock music
WHAT: Luther is o multi-tolented singer, songwriter, musicion ond produc-
er whose “music is heavily marinated in the sounds of Jimi Hondrix
Jomes Brown, Sly & The Family Stane ond Stevie Wonder * He's port
funk, port gritty soul and part rack with o hint of modern hip-hop/R&E-
styled production values stirred into the mix for pood mensure, Some
may dub it “nea-soul,” but that'd be just plain focky now wouldn't it
WHEN: It oll begon ofter he was exposed to the spoced-out and pry-
chedelic sounds of Parlioment Funkadelic by his brother From that
day forward he dedicated himself 1o rebefling ogainst his dossital
musit training and in 2000 dropped his independently-relensed
debut album, The Calling. After recsiving loods of criticol praise, he
wos hit up by The Roots fa join them on 2004's OkayPhayer Tour
Shortty theretter, he relemsed his sophomose effort Robef Soul
Musit 1o even more ocdaim
WHERE: The West Caost underground has been on some cutting
edge frip in the lost couple of years and this caf & na exception
Though he gat his stort in and around the San Froncisco and Los
Angeles oreas, Martin Luther hos olready wan aver fons on o
global scole.
WHY: The reason Marty does what he does & quite simgle —
this brother & o rebel ot heart. Thaugh he wos roised as o
chair bay and enrolled in piano lassons by his parents,
Luther just knew that the guitor wos his rockin’ toal of
choice. “There are other forms of music that the guitar is
exemplory in, " be soys, “but when it comes dawn fo rock
ond roll, it's on affitude, it's rebellious, it's oggressive, it pulls
you into on uplified dorkness that anly the guitar con bring or tan deliver or con
make you feel.” Who ore we 1o disogree?

WHO: A punk-rawkin' frin consisting of Aaron Abroham {lead vocok and quitar) and brothers Nicholas (voral, bass guitar
and keys) ond Joseph Lorgen {drums)

WHAT: Thaugh the sight of on all-block punk band may quickly lead the uninspired o liken these dudes fo fhe legendary
Bod Brains, this is octuolly straigfitforword fun-lavin' pop-punk (in the vein of bands fike Ranid. blink- 187 ond Sum 41 |
comglete with melodic hooks and blistering guitars. What mokes these boys diffeent & o hip-hap upbringing which shows
through both frshion sense ond lyrical content, In foct, the trio has been known o perform a their hip-hop olter egos —
Wosty Mégg® Fletwood, ) Dirtes Skoet and Mr. Whitefolks — From fime 1o fime

WHEN: They've been doing the punk thing for o minute now, with bond leoder Aaron having
picked up his first guitor ot o yoeng age. As o band, they've been performing locally and iy
ing their dues, dropping their first single and videa, “0ld Man Samson® and relesnsing their
debut album Minority Rutes o critical occlaim sorlier his year

WHERE: Aaoron & o native of Trinidad and maved o the horshest of ghetos in Migmi
Florida with his fomily ot o young oge. After groduating schoal. be moved ot to

Jncksonville, Florida where mat up with Nicholos ond Joseph

WHY: "1 actually met Nick o pursue o rop coreer.” admifs Aoron. “He was moking beats
and videas, ond peaple were teling me 1o halla of him, | found aut he ployed guitor, 5o |
asked him if he could ploy bass. He could, So we decided o forget the rapping
Aaran'’s love for punk rock began when he first heord the music of the predomi-
ity white schoal his porents would drive him 1o every moming, He sill loved
hip-hop |"| o't fryin' fo wear na fight @ss jeans!”), but the energy nd mes
soe that he heard in punk stuck with him. Nicholas hod o particularly rough
life and even spent fime in prison, so starting o career was a way for him 1o gel
his life in check. Probably mast rewarding for this band is the fact that they stll
et jokes about “looking like NWA but sounding like Green Day ” B8



