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Bobby |

'I If thre is amy reoson o check out Mr.

« Vakentino, it has got to be that this dude is
the first crooner on Luda’s label, Disturbing Tho
Peoce
2 Just like his boss, Bobbry's o low-down-and-

o dirty Atonio nafive, This doesn’t mean, how-
ever, that he's gaing o jump on the crunk ‘n b
bandwagon — this dude’s got soul.
At age 13, Babby wos o member of Organized
s Maiza's teen R&B heartthrob group Mista
Though the group didn't last, be learned quite o few
things. “Being in o group was definitely o learning
sxpatience,” he soys. “It shows how you can be
hase one day and gone tomarraw
4 Thy re calling his debut o “testament to
wyoung odult relationships from o man's
paint of view.* Just like the R&B singers he idolizes,
this sarly- 205 voualist's lyrics are saturated in songs
sbout commitment and love both lost and found. *I
really believe this album wil s21 me opart from
other mole vocmlits, sspeciolly since | hold femoles
in high estsem, " e odmits. “My porents, who ore
still together, are my inspiration for the type of
mssic | make.” '
With Disturbing Tho Peace Presents: Bobby
» Valenfing the world is going to lear that this
¢at s on old soul, *| gew up listening 1o Marvin i
Gaye, Stevie Wonder ond Prince, ond | utilized my
musical influences an this olbum," he says. When
you hear his falsetto, you'll swear you took o frip
bock in fime to the 70s.

@

One thing you rorely hear in this day ond oge
i that an artist is akso-eschalor, Valenting
earned his degree in Moss Communicotions
from Clark Atlanta University, where he stodied
film edifing ond speach. If his R&8 career ever
goes sour, he's always got that degree to
foll bock an. See kiddies, not every-
body's a college dropout!
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Give Me Five Reasons to Hit Pause...
- ‘1 LeToyn was o lop contender on the 2004 season of Amevican idal Simon
: ¥ o Cowell hod her picked s the hands-down favarite 1o win the competition
Unfortunately, we all know her story by now. Despite the favarable odds, the celebrity
judges were lofi with their jows on the floar, shocked that Ms. Londan was voted off the
show by fons,
) Bornin Son Frondisco ond raised in Eost Ooklond, she underwent o haolthy regimen of
4 o thoir singing. Growing up she was o member of Youth Chair of Allen Temple, the
Dakdond Youth Chorus ond Skyline Gospel Chair
“3  Atonly 25-yeors-okl, she's olready performed with o number of supersiar orfists
«" windluding Ehon John, Whoapi Goldberg, Barry Manilow, Gladys Knight, Nancy
Wilson, Chaka Khan, Rochel Forroll, Goopele and Burt Bachoroch,
/1 She was featured on the American dol Season 3 Greatest Soul Hits
“ < album ond porficipated with Andre 3000 and Christing Aguikern in the
Declare Yoursell compaign during the last presidentiol elaction. On top of oll
that, she’s been stisdying with oeting coaches in Hallywood.
I Despite her unfortunate outcome on American idol, LaToya was
« o given o record deod in o heartbeat. Her debut ofbum promses
1o be o collection of fimeless and original REB and soul
tlnssic written by o woman who doesn't need o
win an Amevican idaf to prove

= - she's o frue inleni.

o What Else
~ Should | Know
Before | Hit Play?
Hside from musical tolent,
LoToya's got o conmection

to the lote, greot Ray
(harles. Following her
unsuccesshul stint on
Americon Idef, she was
instantly signed o Peak

Records, o partmership with

(oncord Records. For those

of you not in the know,

Concord was the final

reord label of the lag-
andory M. Chorles.
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PAUSE

o Give Me Five Reasons to Hit
Pouse...
You remember Lina's hit singles “I's
Alright,” Playa No Mo'* and “I'm Not
the Enomy” off her debut album Sironger
O Farth. Since then you've been hungry for
maore of her unique blend of REB, jozz, hip-
hop and swing.
Her popularity grew with fans of afl
genres o5 she toured with the likes of
UK soul singer Craig Dovid, Gang Starr’s
Guru ond even contemposory rocker Joan
Dsborne.
This proud Texan has doubled her
duties a5 on artist and began writing
songs for other estoblished rtists such os
: Y, Tyrese, whose song "Ain't Nothin' Like o
'm Jones” was pemned by Ling “I's relly
, obout sharing the gilt that you're blessed
with,” she says. “1 just want to moke peo-
pie's Joad a litthe lighter. Music is on

rHape

Feflowing ofl the occlaim of hes

debut, Ling confinues 1o stick 1o wha
she knows best, meaning the creative vorio
timers of fife's mony Tocets: love, happiness,
growth, pain and wrsdom.

Peagle are lovin’ her sophomore

effort lomer Beauty. She wrote oll of
the sengs ond even (o-produced most of
them. On it she plays o little with reqgoe
ond ako delivers o duet with the blazing hot

Anthony Homilion.

o~ Whot Eise Should | Know
Before | Hit Play?

Lina has grown tired of the soufless,
ampty R&R that currently papulates
rodio and television. It's become one of
her primary duties to put the soul bock
infy music. “We've had fo put up with s
mich missic lntely that's not necessorily
feeding our souls, ” she says. “It's nal
iriggering anything in our beings. When
I it it's what F'm feeling thot day.
Evary song is an experiencn, som wisdom
of knawledge guined: o musicol lesson.”



The Tiak Stavz

\ ) Give Me Five Reasons to Hit Pouse...
: 11 the name doesn't ring o bel, you might betier
 kniow this duo s the dudes who had you dain’ the
chicken donce right thurr us the producer’s of Chingy's gargantu-
an hit singhe.
2 s o production tog feam, Alonzo “Zo” Lee Jr. (26) ond
: = Shomar “Sham” Dougherty have been together for ot

least soven years now. Before joining Forces Shom
says that Zo was honing his skills playing in vari-

- ouss funk ond reggoe bands and using his

, 4 keyboards to reate tracks for locol rap-

| J / p pers. Sham was in o group colled Out
. / : l‘. of Order. They come fogether when
Sy Toproduced o few racks for the

/ A
' % Chingy's success led o
\ \ :,- tofled upon by huge nomes in

! i / the game, such os 50 Cent. i
- { okso gave them the berty o
o f shart up their own TrokStarz
IV ""'. w _ Productions, which well soon be

= - hearing o ot from,
1 ' 4 Pustting their papularity o
] -.m‘i,ll'l’,r‘uMSt
A Lowis for it hotest okent 10 0dd 1o thei
~ roster. Alreody on their line-up i 1 6-yeor-old
rapper Louis ¥, femole R&B group STL, rop duo
| 1 Deep, mols R&B singer Julu and rapper

Star 47,

S Their debut album is set to exploit
| vill showrmse their variois protégés, os
| well os currently estoblished arfisis such os
" Dovid Bonner, Twistn ond Juvenils, the

TralkStorz will reveol that they're mare than

jurst skilled producers. “Sham s kind of the

TrokStarz seeret weapan,” confesses 7o,

“He's o full-fedged orfist [and] we're

going to unleash him.” Turns out, these

'y WAl i i

[ i ., What Ese Should | Know
e j y Before | Hit Play?
; When warking on Chingy's first solo
5 album, Zo and Sham turned o two-bed-
? room aperiment into their home and
recording shudio. "We hod o fwo-bed:
room aporiment in University City,
Missouri where one room hod a Pro-
Toaks st up, o bunch of keyboards and
o micraphone, the main room was for
sleeping,” recalls 2o, “We all just
ended up ermshing there and that
qgrew info o roommate sitofion
where all three of us shared an apart-
mient.” Sounds like an episode of Reol
World: St Lowss, 55
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