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Give Me Five Reasons to
Hit Pause...

Her debut album, A Love Story, was criti-

cally-acclaimed and her sophomore effort,
Wiviar, s poised to surpass her prior work in
terms of comtent and quality.

While not dipping too deep inio pop

rap/R&B, Viv has collaborated with hip-hop
beat maestro Scoft Starch for “Mad” and “Wish
We Could Go Back

If you're down with love songs, this is the
album for you. Vivian tackles all the com-
plexities of love with fun-loving sanssbility

While not knocking her previous effort, this

singer/songwriter confesses that this time
around she tried to reinvent herself, “This album
Is more youthiul and more fun, and not 5o metan-
chaly and jazz-onented as the first one.”

For fans of contemporary R&B, this young

songsiress can belt out soul ke & sea-
soned pro — her rendition of Billie Holiday's “Love
For Sale” left critics clamaoring for more.

What Else Should |

Know Before | Hit Play?

Vivian ks not some bi-poiar weirdo, “| don't want

anyong 1o think I'm heartbroken,” she confesses

“When | was writing my first album, there was a

lot of sadness going on there, but this one s dif-

ferent. Even the breakup on this recard is not

sad. .. this is happy, it's all good. I'm not on an ‘
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Give Me Five Reasons to
Hit Pause...

<  Still untitled as of press time, Nivea's

sophomore effort forms a bridge between
classic soul ballads and crunk anthems with
production from superstars Jermaine Dupri and
R. Kelly

":»ﬁ This time around, Nivea wrote many of

e » her own songs. “l went through a bunch

of changes [over the last two years),” she

admits. “[This album is] much mosé relatable,
gspecially for women. They ummhnm.

[ike, ‘Girl, me u.gd."‘

—

¥ #y~We altedyknow this giri's got talent. Her
: s 2002 self-titled debut soared up the
Biliboard Heatseekers chart and her single
‘Don't Mass With My Man,” was nominated for
a-Grammy

She's keeping Atlanta on the map and

s realizes that the amount of talent current-
y coming out of Geargia is actually nothing
new. “We're kind of in our little hot mode right
now and we're having a great running streak,”™
ghe explains. “But Atlanta’'s aways been hot.”

-y = We all got our first taste of Nivea when
Py wJ » she appeared on Mystikal's blazing hot
2 oy . w chart-topper, “Danger (Been 5o Long).” At age
¢ b : ¥ *A, . * . " "{Bshe was whisked away on tour and made a
star prai:tle._atly over mgh:

What: hould I
‘Know | Hit Play?
Thgugh ghe grew up in a house flilk of singers,
Nivea was extremely sty and never thought
sheBwind up as arecording artist. She was
actually inspired to lose her stage fright after
watching Marfah Carey sing. However, she still
' finds it edsier to sing for strangers, rather than
her family. *| never wanted to be a professional
singer," she recalls. *| hated singing n front of
my family.” At least she doesn't rety on her
family to buy CDs and tickets!
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HHer last album, Star Kitty's Revenge,

» won major accolades for its clever mix-
ture of rock, hip-hop and soul. With Tennesseg
Slim is the Bomb, she is pushing her talent
even further.

Joi is a firm believer in split personalities

» and uses it in her recording career, “Star
Kitty was the glam girl, fun girl,” she says in
regards to her artistic personalifies. “Tennessee
Slim is fun, very funky and all of that, but she's
a little more serious. A little more pimped olit.
And she's on a mission. She's refined-but-yet-
slightly-gangster. [She] gets sh*t done reng-
gade.”

As Tennesse, Joi can show off her knowl-
» edge of music history. She reaches back
into the '60s and '70s for a classic sound that
combines, alt-rock, soul, funk, R&B, pop, jazz
and even crunk

4 To escape the common trappings of the
» music industry, Joi created her very own
independent label named Joilicious.

Joi was a member of the Raphael Sadig-

= led group, Lucy Pearl and has been win-

ning one small battie aftar the next to succeed
as a solo artist.

What Else Should |
Know Before | Hit Play?

At this point in her life, the former Calvin Klgin
madel and sinper/songwriter is afso an intro-
spective mother, who's growing by phenomenal
leaps and bounds and making peace with her
pasl. “Through the difficult process of pain,
inside | feel really, really good about myself,"
she admits. “I've come through the fire and I'm
alright. I'm like ‘Damn, | might even be the
bomb!'"
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Give Me Five Reasons to
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group to hit the Atlanta hip-hop market sin
been here,” claims Austin

spoke to the spirit

Though they started the

WE M
Muff, =I'm hap
frust and communicate with

What Else Should | Know
Before | Hit Play?
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