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ef's have o round of applause for Dan “The Automator” Nakamura and Prince Paul. You've got fo hand it fo these guys ~ they
just won't quit. Though they're both proven super-producers who could easily move info the mainsiream, they've both pushed
on creafing hip-hop that is quirky, conceptual and downright hilarious.

Prince Poul, who started his career with the legendary ‘80s rap crew, Sketsasonic (the first “hip-hop band”) has always been o
cutfing-edge, yet often-overlooked producer. His work with De Lo Soul is beyond classic and his Gravediggaz project alongside
the Wu-Tang's RZA, tested his humorous and conceptual dark side. O course, one must never forget his superb stor-studded
"hip-hopera,” A Prince Among Thieves. Automator put his skills on the map when he teamed up with Kool Keith for the under-
ground classic, Dr. Octogon. Since then he's masterminded the futuristic Deliron 3030 (with Kid Koala and Del Tha Funkee
Homosapien), the animated Geriflaz (along with Damen Albarn of Blur and comic arfist Jamie Hewlett) and the lounge-y Mike
Patton R&B project, lovage.

In 1999 they donned fake suits and fake ‘staches to become Chest Rockwell (Paul) and Nathaniel Merriweather |Automator) of
the Handsome Boy Modeling Schoal (borrowed from the Chris Elliott sitcom Get A Life). Their first album, So... How’s Your Girle
featured an eclectic mix of artists including DJ Shadow, Kid Koala, J-Live, Del Tha Funkee Homosapien, Sean Lennon, Miho
Hatori (of Cibo Matto Fame), EI-P and even Brand Nubian's Sadat X and Grand Puba, For their second outing, White People,
they kept up this rend by recruiting Cat Power, Pharrell, De Lo Soul, Mike Patton, RZA, Lord Finesse and @ host of ofhers, proving
that there's shill room in hip-hop for professional male models.
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Bdngiﬂ’ the
Hits like Red Sox
A )i phile not nearly as

'\ | massive as the

I . ‘scanes in New
York or Atlanta, Boston's
been huHing its own in the
hip-hop underground for

such as 71 & Esoberic,
Krumbsnatcha, The :
Kreators, Mr. Lif, Akrobatik
and DJ Fakts One have kept
Beantown's hip-hop scene on
the map and the latter three have recently joined forces to form the Boston all-star trio, The Perceptionists.
These guys are for from strangers 1o each other. Fakts has done production for both Lif and Ak, whereas these #
emcees have dropped verses on each other’s songs and toured together as early as the late “90s. On their own y
they've been known to drop that frue school hip-hop. Stuff that ranges from the deeply palitical (which fans of Lif
are very fomilior with) to things friends can laugh about while chatting about life on the back porch. Though
cmameihey ve colled themselves The Perceptionists in the past, they've only just released their debut D, Black Dialogue,
which features hot produchion work from fhe fikes of Fakis and EI-P, Like the Red Sox did in baseball, this grovp of = .
friend’s is out fo prove that hip-hop is alive and well in Boston. ; -

fraven though it may be “The First State,” Delaware may be the very last state fo discover hip-hop: Luckilyl this d
" Hezekioh from mastering his musical and lyrical abilities. Unlike most rappers, Hez didn’t get his start
on a street corner. This emcee was bomn into music and honed his vocals ot his family’s church. Following his
- member of God's choir, he started singing for his uncle’s band, the Funk Disciples. If wash‘t P
until ‘86 that his life look a turn towards hip-hep.
When Hezekich's cousin brought home track and drum machines, things began to
change. Soon, Hez was hooked, producing his own tracks and performing live hlp-hopvo*]
wchim on the machines; his cousin on bass and his uncle on guitar. Straight out of high school
: Hezekiah had linked up with possibly the then-only hip-hop crew in all of Delaware. From
mixiapes lo working his way inte the Philly scene with The Roots, this emcee/ singer/song-
writer/ producer/guitarist was soon in great demand, working for the likes of Musiq
Soulchild, Bilol and The Jazzyfatnastess. Recently he was signed on o co-produce music for
the Showdime original series, Streef Time and finally got around to releasing his long-awaited
album. The title of the album rings true for most independent artists who find that this i ,
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