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emember the Spice Girls? You know, those five bubbly girls from the
United Kingdom who come overseos, mode o huge splosh and became the
graup that everybady loved 1o hate (but secretly loved)? Stll haven't
jogged your memary? Well, their first (D hod mojor chort toppers such o
“Wonngbe” ond “2 Becoma 1 but oimest os quickly os the group rose to
the top of the Americon music scene, thay seemed fo averstay their wel-
vome and fode into “where ora they now?” territory. As ol die-hord Spice Girl fons
{you knaw wha you are) know, some of the members weat an fo get morried,
divorced and even hod o hit soko single clong the wory, but until now Emma Les
Bunton, wha weni by the name Baby Spice, had yed fa record her own solo debut.
Simply going by the nome Emma, she's on o mission fo prove that she's no langer
o "Baby” in the business with her debut set. Frae Ma. *I've had o chance o grow up
and find out who the real Emmo Bunton &, " she explains, “This album shows me
learning haw | om and being able o apen up.” Co-wrifing |1 of the 12 songs, she's
mived away from the gurl pop that made her group so populor and opted for o
sound that's o bit more retra and mature. *| wos browght up with Stevie Wonder ond
Morvin Gaye. And, just like in the ‘605, we brought musicions into the studia 1o play
liva,” soys the former Spice Girl. “I've just become sa much mare comforfable record-
ing, | was in there going, Turn the bass up! Where are the strings?” With an album
that touches on the pop kitsch sound of the ‘60s with o it of Latin flovor thrown into
ihe mix, the evolution of Boby info Emma may finally be complete.
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your pops is former Harlsm Globetrotier Mugsy Leggett, you
just lenow your fife will be plogued with constant flusions to bos-
etball from prodically everyone you meel. Sa why not just flip
the: seripl and get an the offensive insteod of ploying defense (yes,
that wos another lome reference to basketballl? Thar's exacly
what brothers Anthorry (uge 18), Shown (16] ond Malesk (12) did
whan they dacided to name their hip-hop avared REB group 3
On 3. Their nome oo stems from the foc thei these
young performers were — thanks fo
their doddy's genes — pretly
hot ballers, regularly dom-
B inating the courts at
o their local boys dub,
Vel o fte would
have i, thesa Bronx-
born brothers wers
destined 1o hove o
Coress b music.
“The bays chb was
always looking for kids to

the Westhury, NY, Music

sach ane of us eventually
joined in." They'd each
start singing in their sthoal
thairs and in 1994
hnthony successhully oudi-
fioned for Michoel
Jarkson's HBO special.
Y Iniially the brothers hod
nover thought ahaut per-
Farming together,
hnthamy — o performing
arts student — figured he'd
eventually sing with o proup
of friends, unfil his father
- suggested he siort his caresr with
i brofhers, They started daing
well-received shows around the
. fronx — shows that gel them inla
% cougle of Foiled production
Jeatls. 1t wos when they hooked
' with the legendory
Funkmaster Flex thot they got
¢ the chance fo oudition for
Whycket's new Clef Racords. A1 the
oudition, Wyclef thought the boys
were going 1o be rappess, but
signed them an the strength of

On 3 have been signed and are
wairkinig on their debut, A Record

Deal, they beter sar poctiing

becouse o we ol know, this
indusiry &s nothing but o game.

ingvilh Koy Rogersof
Fair every Christmas, and I

their smooth R&8 oct. How that 3

-



ypically, when @ person thinks hip-hop, they imagine something alang the lines af two turniables and o microphone. OF course, things have changed
awer fime. Recently there's been more of o focus on producer-driven tracks rother than D) work, and with the influgnce The Rools have hod o0 the
genre, more ond more hig-hop acts hove started fo include fve instrumentation. Thing is, when you go fo see o hip-hap group live, you're &ill expecling
turninlsles ond o mic, nat o nine-plece bross band. The Soul Rebeks wish ta webcome you 1o hip-hop, New Orleans style.

This: colbege-trmined group of musicians rightfully enmed their name from the ane ond oafy Cyril Neville of the Neville Brathers whe once tald them, “Hey,
you're o bross band, but ya'll got funk ond soul. Yo'l ore like r|1|.|| rabals.” They ve traveled the world ta show off their bloring brand of bloring bross-driven, juzz,
REB. Latin, raggoe ond funk:-flavored hip-hop. 11's loud get-up-ond-donce sireet music with o ghetia conscious. “That's why peaple hove colled us the missing link
between Louls Armstrong and Public Enemy, * soys vocolist Lumar LeBlanc. Their third and latest releose, Rebefution, finds these rebels doin’ what they do best:
foking music and mixin’ it op like o steaming pot of good of' Wawln's gumba.
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