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f you wan to hit it big in the business world, you head to Wall Stree!, New York. I you're down
with fechnology, then Silicon Velley, Colifornia i the place for you. Seeking fome ond fortune in
the music industry? Than why no! theck out beautiful Atlonta, Georgia? With arfists such as Usher,
Outkast and Ludaeris oll bustin’ out of the Atlante scene, it would only be o matter of time before
missic ingustry hopefuls storted storming the streets of Hotipnin seeking it's apparent wealth of
apparturity. One of these opfimistic artists who've chosen the siate of “Wisdom, Justice and
Moderation” over the likes of Wew York or Californin i up-ond-coming teen pop/RER trooner, Jarvis
Actuofly born and raised in Tulsa, Oklohoma, this 16 yeor-old high school juniar relocated 1o Atlanto
ond within months jump-storted his coreer in music. However, just becouse he's been blessed with
qood huck in the music industry doesn’t meon that this was always his number one dreom. “1'm sl
amazed each time | work in the studia; 1 really never thought music would be my reality,” says the
tansplonted ATLien, 1 meon, all | eould ever fhink about os o kid wos playing in the NBA!" Thaugh
he hasn' completely dropped his dreams of becoming o pro balker, he hos made music his 1ap priority.
Hi's oiready traded in his jersey for his own indepentent record lobel, Tricyde Records and finked up
with plafinum hit maker Jermaine Dupri for his debut single, “Radio.” Being touted os o pre-dramo
version of Bobby Brown, this smoothed-out youngster is already proving that Atlanta is still the current

ametinmes if seams like it dogsn't foke much 1o succeed in hip
hog — which is why anybady and everybody seems to think they
can moke 0 quick buck off the gome. The weakest flows and
doppiest beats hove reoched the fop of the charts simply due o
label support through promotion and paid-for rodio spins. Fac!
is, image sells. With the right gimmick, you can be well on your woy lo
platinum-pls sales ond even your own dathing line! In the tase of
Narthern State, they've got on imoge that has been bath proised and
ahsobutely skewered by music eritics.

Narthern Siate’s image begins with their upbringing. The irio of
Hesta Prynn, Sprout ond Sporo grew up deep in suburbon Long lsland —
in Dix Hills, New York (10 be specific). True, they're not exactly reppin’
the streets, nor are they spittin’ oboul the struggle minorities face with
paverty nd crime, bul that doesn't mean that these three college-edis
cated femeees ore lackin' substontial lyricol content. The girls rhyme
about everything from female empowerment and palifics to partying.

“We re obvioushy not o convenfional hip-hop group,” admits Spero.
“We're loft-of center ond our music has ahways been o fusion of all our
influgnces * Having olready dropped o couple of ritically proised lo-fi
indie EPs and opening Tor the likes of the X-ecutioners, The Roots and De
La Soul, one hos to begin to wonder if these girls ore the real deal or
simply just o navelty act. Crilics hove blasted thair lack of aclual hip-hop
knawledge, though the girks chaim 10 be huge fons. Other writies find the
group 1o be o rafreshing throwback, reminiscent of Poul's Boutique-era
Beastie Boys. To their credil, they've londed quite the line-up for their
major lobel debut, AN Gity. Reputable hig-hop names like Pete Rodk,
High and Mighty, ?uest Love (The Roots) and Muggs (Cypress Hil)
appearing all over their LP will surely make even the most hardeore hip-
happer's head turn. Only time will reveal whether or nat these ldies are
legitimate MCs, or if they're merely suburban white girls being sed by o
racard obel to moke money vio malls neross the nation,
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1 1's no secret that the Deep South ployed o major role in the Africon-American struggle.
Hame 1o slovery and vitiows racism, places like Mississippi made life o living hell for
Blocks who wanted 1o peacefully live their lives like everybody else in the cauntry
However, what may come os o shock to many is the fact that though slavery ond segre
gation are things of the past, the struggle confinues on. Rocsm and poverly run ram-

port, leading fo fives riddled with crime and drugs. Soulful croaner Missippi may deliberately
misspell the name of his home state, but he knaws exoclly whot goes down in its sireets,
However, he's wolked o path of righteousness his enfire life and wishes to share his enfight-
enment with the woeld through his masic.

Having grown up i the church and toured with the Mississippi Mass Choir for two years,
Misipi knows st how impostomt both Faith and music con be in shaping one'skfe. “Gospe!
is what really inflvenced me. Through ofl of the hardships many Alrican-Americons: have suf
fered in the South, it's shaped o lot of great people who've turned their internal poins inta
words that make you wont to scream and make you wonl to shout,” he exphains of is gospel
uphringing. “That's what gospal music is oll chout: celebration, proise ond vidory" That's
exactly what this up-ond-coming voenlist wonts the world to experience. He's hod much to
celebrote as o Mississippi boy who managed to overcome adversity and earmn o BA in music
from Texas Southern University. His debut disc, Book OF Life, is o mixture of gospel, R&E,
funk and soul that recalls everything from Som Cooke and Hew Editian, to Michael Jodkson
and Yon Holen. Whether sticking to o mellow sounid or hitfin® it off with o club jom, Missippi's
missoge shines bright. And with the likes of the late, grent Rick Jumes moking on oppear
ance on his set, his voice is sure to spread beyond Mississippi




Wincent Gallo isn't happy
" Since his 1983 oppeorance o5
“Prince Vince” on the leg
endary hip-hog program
Grarffiti Rock, Mr. Golla has
bieen ot the top of Buffalo's list of
wrban supersiars. |n the upcoming
manths, Prince Vince may be knocked
from his plush ond mojestic pedestal
04 o new urbon sensotion works her
woy up the charts, Young, soulful and
sexy Din chaims to be o masier story-
telles and only time will tell if she can
rube her hometown of Buffalo, New
York,

Known more for its snow, Conodion
harder and spicy chicken wings thon
it's owe-inspiring recording arfiss
{unless you count the Goa Goo Dalls
which you wan't), Bulfalo isn't the
eusiest place ta hall from il you wont-
edl o broak inte this unpredictobile
music business. O began to throw
her tatent in the foce of all noysoyers
s enrly o5 13 yeors-ald. She bogon
performing ond recording of this very
young age ond hosn's Jet up sinee
Inspired by and toking after her
father, o pionist and perosssioniss, Dia
hos abways been musicolly indined and
motivated. With her naturel talent ot
her disposal, she furned to the reality
of the streats for lyrical imspiration for
her hard-hitting mix of hig-hop and
soul singing. |n 1999, she temmed up
with Troty Lee ond producer D-Dat
Angelettie to record the single “We
Like." She ol provided the hook for
DM’ “Bloodline Anthem.” She con
tinued recording o few trocks here and
there ond took fo acing in 2001's
Urban Massocre alongside Guru,
Copone and MTV's own Lolo. When
2003 hit, she took power info her own
honds ond recorded her own self
litled, independent LP femturing
lngged Edge ond Jozze Pha. Now
with her debut single, “Oh Yeah!" get-
ting airtime and poksed to blow wp in
the Buffolo stene, Prince Vinte better
arip his funky-fresh crown os fight os
he tan.




